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This years winter meeting is being held in beautiful Grand Junction, CO at the Doubletree Hotel. For 
reservations call 970-241-8888 the room block is under Colorado Elk Breeders Association.  

The room rate is $92 and the room cutoff date is February 23rd - so make your reservations.  
Semen donations have been gathered and it looks to be another outstanding lineup of bulls to improve 

the genetics of your herd! We also received donations from some of the top reproductive technicians 

for their services to be auctioned.  
There is a very positive vibe in the elk industry the last few months, most markets have been trending 

up - some dramatically. Now is the time to improve your herd genetics and NAEBA's March Mingle 
Semen Auction is a great opportunity to get your breeding season planned!  

If you have something you want to donate to the March Mingle auction give the NAEBA office a call.  
This years event is being held in conjunction with Colorado Elk Breeders Association's Elk Expo on 

March 12th, they have a full day planned. You won't want to miss it!  

Free Ad For March Mingle Sponsors  
Want the opportunity to showcase your farm or ranch at NAEBA's March Mingle? We are looking for 

hospitality room, afternoon break, and banquet sponsors. In addition to the exposure you will gain at 
this event, for a limited time we will give sponsors a free business card ad in our NAEBA News news-

letter.  
Call the NAEBA office for more info. 

FEDERAL LAB CONFIRMS CWD IN MINNESOTA DE ER 

By Chris Niskanen of Pioneer Press 

A federal laboratory has confirmed a positive 

test for chronic wasting disease in a white-tailed 

deer shot by an archer hunter last November 

near Pine Island, Minn. 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Re-

sources received the confirmation late Tuesday 

from the National Veterinary Laboratory at 

Ames, Iowa.  The confirmed test of the disease 

was expected after two preliminary positive 

tests done by the University of Minnesota. 

DNR officials are conducting aerial surveys 

around Pine Island to identify deer concentra-

tions so more animals can be killed and tested.  

DNR officials believe the infection rate might 

be very low because only one deer has tested 

positive out of hundreds of other tests of hunter 

killed deer.  Landowners are being contacted 

and will be given special permits to cull deer. 

That culling likely will begin next week. 
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MARKET YOUR HUNT BUL LS WITH NAEBA  
In NAEBA's continuing effort to connect with elk producers and elk product consumers throughout 

North America, we will be traveling to several conventions and trade shows this winter and spring. 

NAEBA will have a promotional booth at several of these shows where representatives from many 

hunt ranches will be in attendance. What we would like to do is put together a list of NAEBA mem-

bers that will have hunt bulls for sale this fall and have that list available for the hunt ranches to pick 

up at our booth.  

 

If you are interested in having your farm or ranch on this list, email NAEBA's office with the follow-

ing:  

 

Ranch Name - Ranch Address - Ranch Phone Number  

CWD Status - including years - If shipping is available  

If approved for out of state movement - Approximate size and number of bulls avalable  

Contact the NAEBA office at 402-756-3355 or info@naelk.org for more information. 



 



 

Preferred Chinese Grades Take a Lift 
December sees the first containers away with one on the water 

and two more scheduled for later in the month. 

The preferred Chinese grades of B, C, D, regrowth, spiker and 

hard velvet are moving very well and have taken good lifts in 

price. A recent flurry of enquiries for Taiwan destined SA Pre-

mium grade ahead of the new quota season, is a welcome de-

velopment. 
 

ôWait and seeõ from Korea 
Airfreight parcels have been heading to the market almost 

weekly. Korean grade prices continue to hold at similar levels 

to last season. Confidence has been shaken by the most recent 

conflict between North & South Korea, an unfavorable ex-

change rate, and the deliberate spreading of misinformation. 
 

NZVM Structure and Producer Directors  
Producer ownership and involvement in how their product is 

marketed remains integral in the formation of NZVM. The 

process towards 33% then 50% producer ownership is well 

underway. The financial accounts to the 30th September 2010 

are with the auditor, then a prospectus will be issued. Those 

who supplied VSM in2009/10 with be offered the first 33% . 

Those who supply VSM in 2010/11 will be offered the bal-

ance to take it up to 50%. The restructuring of the board has 

also begun, again, with producer participation important. All 

producers are welcome to supply both NZVM sales option. 

Those who want to become 

shareholders of NZVM will be able to do so, at no cost, by 

simply supplying VSM with their velvet. 
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MISSISSIPPI STATE SE NATE COMMITTEE OKS DEER BREEDING BILL  

NEW ZEALAND VELVET REPORT  

 

Wapiti/Elk        

Super  

Grades 

   Good Sales to 

Taiwan 
Interest from 
Korea has im-

proved dra-
matically the 
last couple 

weeks 

A    98-AM  22-Dec-10 

B   102-BS 12-Jan-11 

C   101-CS 26-Jan-11 

Regrowth 

& Spiker 

  124-RG1&SP1  26-Jan-11 Price Basis 
NZ$  

per kg 

Editorõs note: 

Most indications are that there is very little if any green velvet left 

in the North American supply chain.  The New Zealand market 

looks to be very similar to last years prices, and it sounds like prod-
uct is moving and an overstock shouldnõt exist when our harvest 

begins. This should bode well for prices to hopefully open at last 
years prices and to have consistent price instead of the wild fluc-

tuations we have been experiencing the last several years. I think 
we definitely saw what the benefit of cutting more bulls has done 

to the shooter bull market - especially later in the cycle when bull 

prices rebounded nicely.  KEEP CUTTING YOUNGER BULLS! 
Regardless of the price talk leading up to velveting, stay the course 

and keep cutting all younger bulls and those older bulls not marked 
for hunt ranches. 

Note: I have heard first hand of velvet being sold in Canada for 
$25 ungraded as of 1-20-11, so the velvet market looks to be at 

least stable heading into this growing season.   

Editorõs note; This bill is going to be amended to include all cervid species in the house, so as to allow free movement of elk. 

This bill did pass a senate vote on Wednesday, February 2nd. It is scheduled for House committee discussion shortly. 

From Bowhunter Magazine online, 

JACKSON, Miss. (AP) ñ A bill pending before the state Senate would authorize the raising of genetically enhanced deer on 

breeding farms in Mississippi.  

The bill, approved last week by the Senate Wildlife Committee, would allow the import and export of farm-raised white tail 

deer, its semen, ova, and embryos.  

Sen. Tommy Gollott, a Republican from Biloxi, tells WLBT-TV in Jackson that the practice could bring millions to the state 

annually.  

He says Texas, Louisiana, Florida, and Alabama already engage in this buying, selling, and hunting of white tail deer.  

"It will allow the small farms to have enclosures where they can raise these deer, sell the deer, buy deer from outside the state 

of Mississippi,'' Gollott said.  

The Mississippi Wildlife Federation is against the practice, saying it could cause contamination.  

"It's happened in other states where they have pen raised deer where you have things like chronic wasting disease that can be 

passed to our native white-tail deer,'' said MWF director Kathy Shropshire.  

Gollott said the state veterinarian would oversee each operation, which would be required to buy an annual license. 



 

NAEBAõs 21st Annual Convention in Waterloo, 
August 4-6th, 2011. I was able to spend some 
time at the Bergõs. Don and Jane are some of the 
nicest people you will ever meet and I always 

appreciate my time with them. 

Things to remember, the March Mingle is on 
March 11th, 2011 in Grand Junction, CO. This is 
being held in conjunction with Coloradoõs Elk 
Expo on March 12th. Also, the Wisconsin Com-
mercial Deer & Elk Breeders meeting is on Feb-
ruary 25-26th, 2011 in Wausau. The NADeFa 
conference is in Nashville, TN at the Gaylord 
Opryland Hotel March 17-19th, 2011. And last 
but not least, donõt miss NAEBAõs 21st Annual 

Convention in Waterloo, IA August 4-6th, 2011. 

Velvet outlook seems to be at least stable or bet-
ter for 2011 cut bulls early for quality velvet and 
top dollar. All markets are on an up-swing, keep up the positive attitudes 
and hope to see you all at some of the upcoming meetings. May God bless 

you all in anyway that makes you happy. Regards, Brian 
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As the sun comes up this morning itõs another beautiful day in Minnesota. 
Only 18 below actual temperature with negative 31 wind chill, but that sun 
has a little power and actually feels good. We are also gaining several min-
utes a day. These are all signs of spring. Which means bulls will have new 
antler growth soon. What an exciting time of the year! You can see the re-
sults from your breeding program and following new antler growth will be 
the newborn calves soon to hit the ground. What a great time of year just 

around the corner! 

As I travel around to some of the state meetings there is a lot of upbeat atti-
tudes in the elk industry. At the Minnesota meeting attendance was up 30% 
from last year. We had 5 new memberõs sign up at the meeting and fundrais-
ing brought in more than in some of the past years. North Dakota was also a 
great meeting and very positive after just defeating the Measure 2 vote in 
November. They can continue to raise elk and run their hunt ranches, as 
they should. After the meeting I was able to spend a couple days with Lynn 
and Judy Stevens. If any of you have had the joy of Lynnõs stories you can 
only imagine the laughs that we had. One day we worked elk for their TB 
test, and another day Lynn showed me how to control their coyote popula-
tion the North Dakota way. Only 2 hours and 6 coyoteõs later the sun was on 

its way down. Iõd like to thank Lynn and Judy for the great hospitality! 

Next I headed south to Iowa, it was a day filled with speakers and activities. 
They also had some good fundraisers and are looking forward to hosting 

MINNESOTA ELK BREEDERS  ASSOCIATION  

Contact: Brenda Hartkopf, Executive Secretary, 320-543-2686 

 

 It was a sad day last Friday for Minnesota elk and deer enthusiasts of every kind as word came that a potential chronic wasting 

disease (CWD) positive wild whitetail was found in southeastern Minnesota. This was news that no one in Minnesota wanted to hear. 
 The Minnesota farmed cervidae industry has diligently worked with the Minnesota Board of Animal Health and the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for over a decade to help protect the stateõs farmed cervidae and wild deer popula-

tion from all diseases which might impact the species, including CWD. The good news in all of this is that when CWD has been found, 
the low incident rates show that the programs in place in Minnesota are working; they are finding the disease where present at ex-

tremely low infection rates. 
 The Minnesota farmed cervidae industry is no rogue industry. It is the most highly regulated animal industry in all of Minne-

sota and has been aggressively looking for CWD for years. It was the farmed cervidae industry who approached the Board of Animal 
Health over 10 years ago asking them to propose a plan by which CWD surveillance would be mandatory in Minnesota instead of vol-

untary and to also propose an import plan which would restrict elk from entering Minnesota that are not from a CWD monitored herd. 
These programs were later enacted, with full support from the industry.  

 Statistics show that since 2002 when computer records began, there have been a total of 19,392 farmed cervidae tested for 
CWD. The total number of cervidae behind fence in Minnesota currently stands at 15,134 animals. It is clearly in our best interest to 
ensure that our herds are healthy and we will do whatever it takes to achieve this goal. 

 The farmed cervidae industry is one of the few agricultural industries in which the farmer does not receive a direct government 
monetary subsidy. Each and every positive case of CWD in a farmed or wild cervid has a negative effect on the industry, especially 

those closest to the finding. This most recent case in a wild deer is the most devastating of all because it immediately affects a number of 
producers. Even if they have been completely compliant in all aspects of governing rules, they are now subject to dealing with an issue 

completely out of their control which will take absolute economic control of their livelihoods. 
 Over the coming weeks, many will question how a Minnesota wild deer could have contracted CWD. The Minnesota DNR 

has publically stated that it is impossible to know where the disease came from. When you look at CWD incidence in the United States, 
you will find states that have only found cases in wild cervids, states where it has only been found in farmed cervids and states where it 

has been found in both. The fact is that all cervidae, whether farmed or wild, are susceptible to CWD and capable of spreading it. It is 
everyoneõs responsibility to enact the best practices possible to protect Minnesotaõs wild and farmed cervidae herds. 

 Part of that job includes testing and with testing, we need to be prepared to find a positive. Minnesota is extremely fortunate 
that both the Minnesota DNR and Minnesota Board of Animal Health have diligently prepared for this possibility and are now ready to 
deal with the findings. These organizations have a strong track record of dealing with animal disease, most recently the TB outbreak in 

northern Minnesota, and they will expertly deal with CWD as well. 
 Please support the state agencies who are dealing with this issue and let us work together in a positive way to protect Minne-

sotaõs farmed livestock and wildlife resources, both now and in the future. 

COMMENTARY ON THE PO TENTIAL CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE WILD 
WHITETAIL IN SOUTHEASTERN MINNESOTA  
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