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NAEBAõs February Fling is set for February 12th, 2010 at the Holiday Inn Conference Center in 

Marshfield, Wisconsin.  NAEBA is holding this event  in conjunction with Wisconsin Commercial 

Deer and Elk Farmers Association and Whitetails of Wisconsinõs winter convention.  An informative 

and entertaining schedule is planned including: a velvet buyer question and answer forum, a seminar 

providing information about nutrition by Leo Windschitl, a roundtable discussion covering several 

pertinent industry topics.  

A banquet followed by a benefit semen auction featuring some of the top AI sires in the industry will 

be offered. A full schedule as well as consignments for the benefit semen auction is included in this 

newsletter. See pages  9-16 inside. 

The Holiday Inn is just about full, call ahead and make reservations ASAP.  

If you are planning to attend please call the NAEBA office at 402-756-3355 and RSVP so we have an 

accurate number for meals.  

STUDY SHOWS CWD EFFO RT IS FAILING  

By Kryssy Pease , Wisconsin Center for Investi-
gative Journalism 

Wisconsinõs gun-deer season is under way this 
week, but efforts to manage a threat to future 

deer hunts - chronic wasting disease - are hav-

ing little effect, despite seven years and nearly 
$41 million in state and federal spending, data 

and interviews show. 
The Department of Natural Resources has 

failed to meet critical goals for reducing the size 
of the deer herd and reducing infection totals in 

areas hit by the fatal deer disease, Davin Lopez, 

who heads the agency's CWD program, ac-
knowledged in an interview. 

For instance, in one southwestern Wisconsin 
deer management unit being monitored for 

CWD, the population goal is about 1,800 deer. 
Estimates from earlier this year put the herd 

around 11,500 in that unit. 

The two times that the DNR looked to be mak-
ing progress with population within the CWD 

Management Zone, it was only after goals were 
relaxed and made easier to attain. The popula-

tion goal in 2008 was more than three times the 
goal in 2002, when the DNR first started spe-

cifically monitoring for CWD.  

The rate of infection in adult bucks in the core 
western area of the CWD management zone, 

which covers mostly western Dane and eastern 
Iowa counties, increased from 10 percent in 

2007 to 15.5 percent in 2008. 
"There's no question more needs to be done," 

said Ed Harvey, chairman of the Conservation 

Congress, a 360-member advisory body that 

works with the Natural Resources Board to 
manage the state's natural resources. 

CWD is a contagious fatal neurological disease 
that affects deer, elk and moose and is similar to 

mad cow disease in cattle. There have been no 

cases of the disease infecting humans or other 
animal species, but interspecies transmission 

remains a concern, especially for those eating 
infected meat. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, CWD has been found in wild 

populations in 11 states and two Canadian 

provinces and "is likely to continue to grow." 
A diseased and depleted deer herd would be of 

most concern to the state's 700,000 deer hunt-
ers, but consequences of CWD would hit every 

Wisconsinite, as deer hunting brings an esti-
mated $1 billion in total effect to the state's 

economy annually. 

The Department of Natural Resources has con-
sistently said its main weapon in fighting CWD 

in Wisconsin is population management, but 
Lopez said officials are "nowhere close" to tar-

gets "that would have a drastic effect on the 
disease transmission." 

Within the CWD Management Zone, which 

encompasses much of the lower third of the 
state, current density goals range between 15 to 

24 deer per square mile of deer range. The last 
post-hunt count this spring put density levels 

between 34 and 103 in the 18 deer management 
units in the management zone. 

The DNR earlier had set goal densities between 

five and 10 deer per squareð Continued on pg. 3 
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