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Montana  district courts should 

wrap up quickly.  

òThe Montana Supreme 

Courtõs decision - from Decem-

ber of last year -  should resolve 

the other three cases still in 

district court and we are taking 

the steps necessary to dismiss 

these other cases,ó Tweeten 

said. 

Continued page 3 

By Eve Byron Independent 

Record 

The U.S. Supreme Court has 

decided not to hear arguments 

involving Montanaõs 2000 

game farm initiative, known as 

I-143, effectively ending all 

constitutional challenges to the 

case. 

By not considering the appeal 

by game farm owners, the 

Montana Supreme Court  deci-

sion  stands, in which the jus-

tices decided 4-3 that the initia-

tive did not constitute a  

òtakingó of property and that 

the ranchers werenõt due any 

compensation.  

In June, several elk farmers 

asked the U.S. Supreme Court 

to issue a òwrit of certiorarió 

that would have brought the 

case before them. That request 

was denied in a list published 

on Tuesday. 

I-143 has been upheld in state 

district courts, federal district 

court, the 9th Circuit of Ap-

peals and the Montana Su-

preme Court. State officials 

said they are pleased that the 

dispute has been resolved. 

òThis ends the saga of litiga-

tion over that initiative,ó Bob 

Lane, chief legal counsel for 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and 

Parks said on Thursday, òThis 

was the last legal issue remain-

ing.ó 

Chris Tweeten, chief civil 

counsel for the Montana De-

partment of Justice and the 

lead attorney for the state on 

the game farm cases, added 

that it was gratifying to have 

the courts vindicate the stateõs 

initiative process. He said the 

three cases that remain in 

REDUCING WINTER FEED COSTS FOR CERVIDS  

By Dr. Michael McDonnell  

 

Each year the same question 

comes up. How can I reduce 

my winter feed costsó With a 

slow economy, this is an even 

more important question. Be-

fore answering how we, as 

caretakers, can reduce costs,  

letõs look at what the wild cer-

vids do. We may be able to 

learn from them. 

The wild cervids are not graz-

ers, they are browsers. That is 

they eat buds and young  

growth that is high in energy, 

protein and minerals. When 

winter comes, these feedstuffs 

are not available. So what does 

the wild cervid do? They move 

to different feeding grounds 

(alas captive cervids do not 

have this ability). The ònewó 

feeds the wild cervids have are 

not as high in quality as the  

summer feeds. The cervids 

overcome this problem by eat-

ing less and slowing the rate of 

passage of  the feed through the 

gut. This lets them get more 

from the feed. The wild cervids 

are programmed to lose weight 

during the winter, and regain 

the weight in the spring before 

calving. What can we learn 

from this? 

First letõs consider the female 

and developing males. Captive 

cervids do not eat as much feed 

in the winter. It is difficult to 

get a cervid to gain weight dur-

ing the winter. 
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